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Course Content

With the desire to offer a unique and inspiring experience for young pianists, piano
teachers, amateurs and music lovers, Notations presents the 1st Valle dõAostaWinter Piano
Academy , an event of playing, listening and living music through an intense music course
in the town of Aymavilles (Valle dõAosta),Italy .

Surrounded by the unsurpassed beauty of Italian Alps, less than 20 miles away from the
breathtaking scenery of Mont Blanc and Gran Paradiso National Park, the home of the
course will be the Grandze and the Scuderie of the Castle of Aymavilles , a magical setting
for a winter music break .

An evening reception will open the Course on Tuesday, the 4th of January, 2011, with the
beginning of masterclasses (on a daily plan with two sessions per day) scheduled for
Wednesday, the 5th. The last day of the program will be Thursday, the 13th.
A number of pianos will be put at the participantsõdisposal for practicing during their stay,
and private lessons can be also arranged with the teachers, upon request, according to
time availability .

Participants will have the opportunities to perform in three recitals scheduled in the nearby
towns of Aosta, Courmayeur and Roisan on January 8th, 12th and 13th.
A mid -course break is scheduled for Sunday 9th, with a free day and a sightseeing
excursion in the Valley .

During the Course participants will also have the chance to visit nearby archaeological
Roman ruins and historical venues, as well as enjoying the local culinary excellence .
Interested participants might also decide to enjoy local tourist attractions, taking a break in
a ski resort or relaxing in a spa .

A more detailed plan of the activities will be communicated in the Fall to all participants .
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Tuition

Applicants can choose between two modalities of participation : active or auditors, each
one being open to young artists, teachers, and amateurs .
The tuition fee varies accordingly, with a special discounted price for students under age 30
who are currently enrolled in a music school (Young Artists):

Active Participants :
Young Artists under 30 years of age:

75ûper day (total 600ûfor 8 days of lessons)
Amateurs/Teachers:
150ûper day (total 1200ûfor 8 days of lessons)

Auditors :
60ûper day (total 480û for 8 days) 

Lodging

Affordable accommodations in Bed & Breakfast or Hotel are available at special rates in a
location very near the Castle .
Prices vary from 25 Euros per day (triple room in Bed & Breakfast) to 60 Euros per day (with
one meal included - Hotel Rendez -Vous). Other options are also available upon request,
contact us to find out the most suitable one .
A nearby pub offers meals at 8-10 Euros for the participants of the Valle dõAostaPiano
Academy .
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Carol Leone

Dr. Carol Leone is Chair of the Keyboard Department and Associate

Professor of Piano and at SMU Meadows School of the Arts in Dallas, Texas.

She has performed and taught throughout the US,Europe, and South Korea

and has been a prizewinner in piano competitions such as the National

Beethoven Sonata Competition, the Missouri Southern International Piano

Competition, and the International Masters Competition . Her professional

training has included study at The Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia

where she received a diploma and was a student of the legendary Polish

pianist MieczysġawHorszowski. She was also a student of Guido Agosti in

Rome as well as at the Accademia Chigiana in Siena, where she received

the Honors Diploma . She received the Doctor of Musical Arts from the

University of North Texas College of Music in 1991.

An active soloist and chamber musician, Dr. Leone can be heard in recordings produced by the Augusta

Read Thomas Label, Gasparo Records, and Crystal Records . She is one of the worldõsleading researchers and

proponents of ergonomic piano keyboards to promote a pianistõswellness. Among Dr. Leoneõsmany awards,

she was named the 2005-2006 the Texas Music Teachers Association's Collegiate Teacher of the Year . In June

of 2010, Dr. Leone was on the faculty of the Vienna International Piano Academy . She has taught or lectured

in international festivals in Italy, Russia,Austria, the Czech Republic, South Korea, and throughout the US.

Domenico Codispoti

One of the finest young concert pianists I know. He has superb technical equipment, 
exceptionally fine taste in his interpretations, impressive maturity 

Gyorgy Sandor

Hailed by international critic as òoneof the greatest Italian talents of todayó

(Prague), òafully mature virtuoso in the highest meaning of the wordó

(Reykjavik), òoneof the most elegant an musical artists of his generationó

(Jaén), òaskilled storyteller, always imaginative and inventiveó(Hong Kong),

Domenico Codispoti has appeared with Luzerner Sinfonieorchester, Warsaw

Radio Symphony, Philharmonic of Brno, Iceland Symphony, Sinfonica de

Galicia and the Filarmonica Italiana , among other orchestras .

He gained international attention with the successes at international competitions like the Pilar Bayona in

Zaragoza, Cidade de Ferrol, and Premio Jaén in Spain . Thismarked the beginning of a steadily growing career

which has seen him performing throughout Europe, America and Asia. Having studied in his native Italy with

Bruno Mezzena and later in the United States with Joaquin Achucarro , he holds degrees from Accademia

Musicale Pescarese , Accademia Chigiana in Siena, and Southern Methodist University of Dallas . Currently he is

on the Faculty of the Universidad Internacional de Andalucia in Baeza (Spain) and gives regularly

masterclasses in Spain, Iceland, the USand Italy .
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How to get to Aymavilles

BY PLANE + TRAIN (BUS)

Fly to Turin Airport (115km from Aymavilles), Milan Malpensa Airport (180km) or Milan Linate Airport (200km), 

then connect to Aosta by train (www.trenitalia.com) or by bus (www.savda.it)

For more info on coach/train connections after your flight visit also: 

http://www.regione.vda.it/turismo/prima_di_partire/dovesiamo/come_arrivare/in_aereo/default_e.asp

BY CAR

From Italy, take the SS 26 or the motorway A5 Turin - Aosta. Continue along the road from Aosta to 

Courmayeur and take the òAosta Ovest - Aymavillesó exit.

From France, through Mont -Blanc tunnel or Piccolo San Bernardo Pass.

From Switzerland, through Gran San Bernardo tunnel or Gran San Bernardo Pass. 

Once you arrive at the Aosta station you can catch the bus n ° 2 whose end of the line is Aymavilles, or take 

the bus to Cogne and stop at Aymavilles.

Info

For any information about the course please contact us at: 

pianoacademy@notations.it

Associazione Culturale -Musicale Notations

Fraz.Venoir, 30 ð11010 Aymavilles (AO)

+39 3476093460

+39 3386917493

www.notations.it

To know more about Aymavilles and  Valle dõAosta:

www.aymavilles.vda.com

www.regione.vda.it/turismo


